
 

   Edition 4 Term 1 ð 23rd March 2018 

 

  Broadmeadows Special Developmental School  Principal: Susanne Wirth  29 Dimboola Road Broadmeadows 3047 

  Ph: 93021244  Fax: 93097476  broadmeadows.sds@edumail.vic.gov.au http://www.broadmeadowssds.vic.edu.au 

 

This has been an absolute whirlwind term and we are about to move into our last week of Term 1.  How quickly ôfirst 

daysõ become just regular days as the school routine settles in ð from the first day of school for our new preps, to the 

first day on a new campus for the Secondary students right through to the first day at BSDS for students that have 

transferred to us from other schools mid-term, it really has been a busy eight weeks so far with so many milestones. We 

are thrilled to see all students so settled and happy at school and well and truly immersed in their learning.  

 

On our Curriculum Day on Thursday 29th March, we will be holding PSG meetings with parents and teachers. By now you 

would have booked in a meeting time with your childõs teacher, to talk through your childõs individualised learning goals 

for the year.  Please be aware that parents are very welcome to bring their child in with them to the meeting, and your 

child will be able to play in the classroom whilst meetings are held.  We are very much looking forward to this day of 

shared planning and it will be a great way to strengthen our home and school partnerships as we move towards Term 2. 

 

This term there were two parent vacancies for School Council members and as the number of nominations received was 

equal to the number of positions vacant no voting will be required. Congratulations to our parent members Allison Dennis 

and Mancell Cornish who have been re-elected for a two year period. I would sincerely like to thank our School Councillors 

for their continued contribution to the school. 

 

We would like to remind our school community about the importance of regular school attendance, and the importance 

of our students being at school for a full day of learning from 9am to 3pm.  Should your child be away, please contact 

the school to notify your childõs teacher or admin.  We are beginning to send out Absence Letters to ask parents to 

provide reasons for student absences. Should you have any questions about the letters please contact your childõs 

teacher.  It is our hope that by working together, we can increase the attendance that students have at school and see 

them engage for full days, 5 days a week in our fantastic teaching and learning programs.  

 

My Principalõs Award for this edition is granted to Shane in Secondary Room 2 for making some really 

fantastic progress with his communication and connection when engaging with staff during his first 

term at our Secondary campus. Shane will pause in his play or activity to make eye contact with staff 

to communicate his enjoyment or happiness and will sustain that eye contact for longer periods of time 

as he shares a moment of connection with staff.  Shane will also recognise familiar people at a distance 

and will walk towards them whilst gently smiling and maintaining consistent eye contact, even as he 

walks through a busy area. We are so thrilled to see Shane maturing and expanding his connections 

with others.  Well done Shane! 

 

Enjoy a wonderful and safe holiday break. We start Term 2 with two Curriculum Days and students return on Wednesday 

18 th April. 
 

Susi Wirth, Principal 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER TERM 1 2018 

DATE EVENT TO REMEMBER 

Monday 26th March Annual General Meeting 1.30pm followed by School Council Meeting 

Wednesday 28th March Last Day of Term 1 for Students ð 3pm Finish 

Thursday 29th March Curriculum Day - PSG Meetings 

Friday 30th March Public Holiday ð Good Friday 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER TERM 2 2018 

DATE EVENT TO REMEMBER 

Monday 16th April Curriculum Day ð Student Free Day 

Tuesday 17 th April Curriculum Day ð Student Free Day 

Wednesday 18th April First Day Term 2 for Students  

Wednesday 25th April Public Holiday ð Anzac Day 

Tuesday 8th May School Photos 

Monday 11th June Public Holiday ð Queenõs Birthday 

Friday 29th June Last Day of Term 2  
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ELVIRõS RDA RECOUNT WRITING 
After another fantastic session at Riding Develops Abilities Oaklands, Elvir from 

Secondary Room 6 chose to write about his achievements for his classroom 

newsletter.  After selecting a photo of himself, sitting up tall and straight on the 

horse, Elvir typed out sentences to describe the image.   
 

òI am riding horse at RDA 

I laugh 

I feel happy because I like horses.ó 

 

Well done Elvir on your confidence when composing and then typing out your 

sentences to make a very special contribution to your class newsletter. 

A PROUD NEW PREP SHOWS OFF HIS BSDS UNIFORM 
Luqman from Early Primary Room 4 happily 

wore his new school uniform for the whole 

day!  His teachers and family were so very 

proud of this achievement. 

 

Wearing a school uniform is a big change for 

our new and youngest students, and we 

know that it is so important for our students 

to be comfortable in putting on the uniform 

each school day, as it makes the morning 

routine so much smoother!  The uniform 

also helps our students to understand daily 

routines (week days vs weekends, holidays 

vs school term), as well as supporting a 

sense of belonging to the school 

community.    

 

We are thrilled to see Luqman so happy in 

his very first school uniform! 

 

 

AWESOME WORK IMOGEN 
Imogenõs progress this term has been nothing short of spectacular! With each new school year comes a number 

of new experiences and challenges as we push our students to reach their full potential. Now that Imogen has 

the school routine mastered, she has focused her efforts on taking on new classroom experiences with 

confidence. Imogen can now complete her letter booklets without any help, and is a role model for her peers 

during our Mark Making sessions. We are so proud of you Imogen! 
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BSDS CANTEEN 
Please note that due to the Curriculum Day on the last Thursday of Week 9 and the shorter week in Week 1 of 

Term 2, our whole school Canteen will start in Week 2 Term 2. Thank you to all of the families who have 

supported this program each week with orders ð it has been great to see students eating new foods, trying new 

textures of meal items as well as developing independence with using a spoon or fork as they eat their lunch.  
 

Our Canteen is planned to extend the range of foods that students are motivated to taste and try and we aim 

to offer menu items that provide a range of sensory inputs so that all of our students can enjoy the school 

experience of a lunch order. We look forward to continuing the program in Term 2 with a few new menu items 

for autumn. 

 

Breakfast Bakery 

 

Our menu features: 

          Meals             Drinks 

Blueberry Muffins       Cappuccino, Café Latte or Hot Chocolate 

Choc Chip Cookies       Iced Coffee or Iced Chocolate 

Peach and Pear Layered Crumble     Smoothies ð Banana, Peach and Pear 

Muesli with Milk and Honey    
    

We hope to see you soon, to serve you a specially prepared meal or drink at our gorgeous alfresco                                                        

From Little Things Pop-Up Shop Café at Sorrento Street. 

 

Dear Parents, 

We would like to warmly invite you to visit our From Little Things Pop-Up Shop 

Cafe at our Sorrento Street campus for a weekly hospitality and catering 

program run by our Secondary students as part of their internal Work 

Experience curriculum.  

 

Each Wednesday our Pop-Up Shop café will run a Breakfast Bakery program 

from 9.30am until 10.30am for parents to visit, connect and of course order 

from our wonderful menu that offers coffee, cold drinks, breakfast bowls and 

cakes. 

 

Bookings are not required ð please just drop in to our Secondary Campus 

after taking your child into school or make a special visit with other parents 

for a morning treat.   
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TOPIC TASTERS PARENT GROUP 

ð MEALTIME SUPPORT 
It was fantastic to see 13 parents turn up 

to our Topic Tasters session on Wednesday 

21st March.  Thanks to Min-Li and Alice for 

presenting and offering Speech and OT tips 

on supporting successful mealtimes at 

home, with ways to present food as well as 

communication advice. 
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NDIS PREPARATION - HOW CAN BSDS HELP? 
The Planning Meeting  

Many of you will have or soon will be receiving a phone call from the 

NDIA (National Disability Insurance Agency) to arrange your first 

appointment.  At this appointment, you will have the opportunity to 

meet in person with the planner from NDIA and the Local Area                            

Co-ordinator (LAC).  Our Local Area Co-ordinators are through 

ôBrotherhood of St Laurenceõ.  

 

At this meeting you develop your ôplanõ for your child.  This includes 

all the supports and services you would like to receive for your child 

for the following 12 months.  

  

Itõs important to talk openly about what your childõs needs are and 

what day to day life is like for you and your family so the planner can 

help you identify the most relevant supports to put in your plan.   

 

What supports can you ask for in your plan?   

There are a wide range of things you can access through the NDIS 

plan for your child.   

 

The following are supports and services that you may be able to include in your childõs plan: 

Å Support with daily personal activities 

Å Transport to enable participation in community, social, economic and daily life activities 

Å Therapeutic supports including behaviour support, occupational therapy, speech pathology, 

physiotherapy 

Å Help from skilled personnel in accessing aids or equipment assessment, set up and training 

Å Home modification design and construction 

Å Mobility equipment 

Å Vehicle modifications 

 

Increasing a childõs independence, social participation and access to the community are key areas that the 

NDIS will help address.   

 

Can Broadmeadows SDS help us? 
 

YES!  Let your childõs teacher know 

when your appointment is and we 

can write a letter outlining some of 

the supports you may like to include 

in your plan. You can take this along 

to the meeting.   
 

If you have any questions regarding 

the NDIS plans and how 

Broadmeadows SDS can help please 

feel free to call Megan Adams 

(Assistant Principal) or Lucy 

Sutherland (Therapy Co-ordinator) on 

9302 1244 or speak to your childõs 

teacher.   
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MORNING MEETINGS IN ROOM 21 
The Morning Meeting or Morning Circle is an activity you are likely see on your childõs timetable year after year. 

What is it that is so important about this Morning Meeting, that teachers find themselves including it in their 

daily program? Well, those reasons are likely tailored to the specific needs of the students in that classroom 

and the Morning Meeting is a special gathering time at the beginning of everyday that can be individualised to 

support the goals of each and every student in that classroom in an engaging and social way. In Room 21, our 

Morning Meeting integrates social, communication, literacy and numeracy development whilst setting the tone 

for the day: we are here to work and learn together, and have fun while doing it!  
 

A Run Down of Room 21õs Morning Meeting 

Every detail of the Morning Meeting is considered from the 

best seating for a student (chair, rocking chair or bean 

bag) to modifying the materials used to ensure all 

students can access the curriculum (for example, adding 

textures to alphabet cards to encourage tactile 

engagement or tracing). A tub full of fidget toys is always 

on hand for those busy little hands!  
 

Each Morning Meeting begins with a greeting and 

identifying who is at school today. Students work on 

recognising their own photo/written name, counting and 

one to one correspondence as they identify their photo 

and place it under the appropriate number on the class 

ôroll boardõ to count out the 5 students. The students then 

take turns marking off the date on the calendar, working 

on their early writing skills by grasping a texta whilst 

experiencing this functional and meaningful way to display 

data.  
 

Literacy and communication opportunities in the Morning 

Meeting are endless. In Room 21, we use this time to work 

on core vocabulary words, reading an interactive text 

together, and the letter of the week. Students practise 

their letter sounds; developing phonemic awareness 

through emphasis and cued articulation of the sound 

associated with the letter of the week, and of course enjoy 

some movement and singing to related songs. Turn taking 

and choice making skills are also developed within the 

highly engaging option to choose their favourite songs. 

There is so much to love about the Morning Meeting! 


