
Dates & Events 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

I can’t believe that we have just over a week of the 2022 

school year ahead of us. 
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Monday December 12 

School Council 

Tuesday December 13 

Christmas BBQ 

(from 5:30 to 7:30 pm) 

Monday December 19 

Last Day of Term 4  (3pm finish) 

Tuesday December 20 

Curriculum Day (No Students) 

It is with much reflection, celebration and pride, that we share with you our final 

newsletter for the year. A huge thank you to everyone who has been  involved 

with our school this year—parents, staff, community members and other       

professionals. We are grateful for the input everyone has contributed in making 

BSDS a wonderful place for teaching and learning.  

To our students, we would like to thank you for showing us just how much can 

be achieved and gained, for making us proud to have had the honour of      

teaching you. I am continuously inspired by the energy and enthusiasm that is 

felt as soon as we enter our school grounds. 

Next week you will receive a special end of year pack, complete with our 2022 

Year Book and your child’s December report. I hope that you enjoy taking a   

moment to read through all of the documents with your child to celebrate with 

them their successes across our school year. 

As our final curriculum day will be held on Tuesday, December 20th, students 

will have their last day of the term on Monday, the 19th of December. 

IMPORTANT DATES  

Please let us know as soon as possible if you plan to leave BSDS next year and 

will not require a place at our school. Accurate enrolment numbers are crucial 

when it comes to planning for 2023.  

CHANGE OF PLANS FOR 2023  

TERM 4, 2022 

Friday January 27 

Curriculum Day 

Monday January 30 

First Day of School for Students 

Friday March 3 

PSG Day (No Students) 

Monday March 13 

Labour Day (Public Holiday) 

Thursday April 6 

Last Day of Term 1 

Friday April 7 

Public Holiday (Good Friday) 

TERM 1, 2023 

Principal’s Award 

Jamal Makieh 

We have our first ever published author at BSDS. Congratulations Jamal! 

Earlier in the year, Jamal entered his story “The Car Shop” into the Writing 4 Fun 

national competition. There were over 5,000 entries and Jamal was awarded an 

achievement certificate for being in the top 5% of entries. His story has also 

been included in the annual National Treasures book. We are incredibly proud 

of Jamal’s efforts! 

Have a safe and happy holiday break, and we look forward to seeing our    

students return revitalised and ready for more success and celebrations in 

2023.



 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 



 CHAMPION’S CORNER - DIMBOOLA 
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Learning Beyond Words 

for working so hard on developing her independence. 

She has recently started to help to prepare her lunch 

by heating it in the microwave! We are so impressed 

with how well Alana can use her mealtime ALD to 

request to use the microwave and then take her lunch 

to the kitchen and help staff to heat it up.                

Well done, Alana!  

 for showing pleasing progress this semester with her 

ability to identify rhyming words. She has particularly 

shown an interest in the rhyming story books 'The 

Wonky Donkey' and 'Frog on a Log?' where she 

anticipates words that could rhyme with any given 

word. Amazing work, Alexia!  

for working exceptionally hard to achieve all his 

learning goals in various programs across Literacy, 

Numeracy and Science. Adam is a positive and 

active member in Room 17, ensuring all his 

classmates are looked after. His positive attitude 

towards learning and reaching out to help his 

classmates and staff members in the yard and in the 

classroom. We cannot also forget his impressive 

‘Gordan Ramsay’ cooking skills. Way to go, Adam!  

for showing exceptional growth in her 

communication skills this year. She has made 

her teachers so proud. It’s so lovely to see her 

happy, smiling face in Room 18. Fantastic! 



 CHAMPION’S CORNER - SORRENTO 
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for constantly impressing us with his determination 

and willingness to learn. Andrs has  also demonstrated 

amazing progress at writing his name.   

Well done, Andrs!  

 for an amazing year in Room 7S. He has worked really 

hard in literacy and has blown us away with his ability 

to label every day items and learn new words. He is a 

great role model to other students in the class. Great 

work, Ali Esat!  

For bringing in some of his fantastic artwork from 

home to share with his friends and teachers! Check 

out his incredible work! 

for her fantastic work in P.E this year. She has 

worked so hard at trying all activities independently 

and seeking help when required. Her confidence 

has grown so much and her can-do attitude is 

fantastic. We’re so proud of you, Yasmin!  



 CHAMPION’S CORNER - LITERACY 
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for his amazing effort in reading and comprehension 

tasks during Term Four. Amarthya has practiced his 

reading to improve his accuracy and fluency. 

Following reading he has been answering ‘who’, 

‘doing’ and ‘what’ questions about his book using a 

whiteboard or worksheet. We are so excited to hear 

what you will read next Amarthya! Well done!  

for her amazing effort in segmenting and blending 

words ending in ‘at’. It has been so exciting to 

watch Samantha explore these words using 

playdough, stamps, stickers and other mediums. 

We can’t wait to learn more words with you, Sam! 

Such great work! 

for working so hard this year on creating CVC words 

using his Little Learners Love Literacy Stage 1 

sounds. He has shown great perseverance as he has 

practiced this skill and is now using these words to 

read Little Learners books. What amazing work, 

Shaker! We love to listen to your great reading. 

for showing great improvement in Literacy sessions 

this year.  He is now segmenting and blending words 

with speed and accuracy during Soundcheck activities 

and reading texts with the Stage 1 &2 sounds.   Way to 

go Ismail! Keep up the good work!  
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 2022 SENIOR GRADUATION 

What a special night it was on Tuesday as 

we celebrated the wonderful achievements 

of our 2022 graduating students. Everyone 

cheered as each student was called to 

receive their certificate and photo frame 

from Susi and Rob. We then shared 

delicious food and amazing cake, took 

memorable photos in the photo booth, and 

celebrated with very proud family, friends 

and staff. 

to all 2022 Graduates! 

Congratulations 
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 2022 SENIOR GRADUATION 
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 PREP GRADUATION 

We had so much fun celebrating the Prep’s 

graduation with parents, siblings and carers. We 

are so proud of how much progress the 

students have made during their first year of 

school. 

Congratulations  
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 PREP GRADUATION 
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 LUNCH ORDERS IN ROOM 23 

Students in Room 23 have been really enjoying ordering different snacks 

from the students at the Sorrento Street Campus. 

 

Akash loves to order the jelly and to try the different flavours, his 

favourite so far is strawberry flavoured jelly. 

Elliana picked some different things to try, including the jelly and the 

churro bites. She even had a vegetable quesadilla for the first time! 

Georges likes to order lots of different things, such as the Cheerio treats. 

He also always helps out by collecting the orders and bringing them to 

the office. 



Lets Move Together is a combined program 

for Rooms 12S and 14S where they work on 

fine and gross motor skills following a 

movement based sensory story. In this story 

it promotes fitness, motor control, balance, 

coordination and strength. Over the course 

of Term 4, these students have also been 

building their confidence in communication 

and friendship building through the 

demonstration of exercises with their peers.   
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 LET’S MOVE TOGETHER 



This semester, students in Room 7S was 

lucky enough to visit the ‘Cups and 

Cones’ cafe. Students in Room 19S have 

been doing an amazing job as hosts and 

baristas for their customers. Room 7S 

students practised ordering from the 

menu and waiting at their table for their 

drinks. It was great to see our students 

chatting to each other and asking 

questions. What a fantastic end to the 

year! 

 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 

 CUPS AND CONES 



Students in Room 19 have been focusing on fractions 

during our Numeracy sessions. During our whole-

group activity, students got the opportunity to use rice 

and break down a whole circle into different fractions. 

Play-dough was also used on fraction mats to assist 

students knowledge and learning. 
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 FRACTIONS IN ROOM 19 



The students of Room 12S have been utilising there senses to 

cook a coconut chickpea curry this term. Students are 

encouraged to look at, smell, touch and taste different 

ingredients and to communicate their likes and dislikes. The 

students have been doing a fantastic job of working as a group 

and waiting for their turn while preparing the food. Cooking 

this curry has been a great way to explore concepts such as Hot 

and Cold temperatures and Spicy and Mild foods. The students 

have really enjoyed making this curry especially chopping the 

onions using the chopper.    
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 COOKING WITH ROOM 12S 



Students in Room 20 have been getting into the Christmas 

spirit this year! They have enjoyed baking gingerbread 

cookies, making Christmas wreaths, decorating a 

Christmas tree and designing a gingerbread house.  

 

We have also had a special visitor in the room! Her 

name is Mia. Mia is an elf all the way from the 

North Pole. Mia keeps an eye on the students in 

Room 20 and awards them with certificates when 

she sees the outstanding work they have 

been doing. Well done, girls! 
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 ROOM 20 CHRISTMAS FUN! 



 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 

 FAMILY DAY AT RDA 

Mason, Jacob and Hani invited their families to RDA to watch the 
progress they have made across the year. They were delighted to show 
them the relationships they've built with their ponies, the volunteers 
and, of course, their coach Fiona. Mason made sure he waved to every 
single one of his family members who attended, Hani put on a ball show 
showing everyone just how amazing his throwing skills are, and Jacob 
took great pleasure in our quiet time at the dam, showing everyone how 
he enjoys patting his horse Stuart's neck and mane.  
 
The boy's families were amazed at just how well they balance and all of 
the wonderful skills we have learnt. A big thankyou to our coach Fiona, 
the volunteers and Jadey for the photos. 



This term, the P.E. department has been running a number of different programs to 

incorporate the different levels and abilities of every student. 

 

A partnership between the P.E. and Speech therapist staff has allowed for the 

development of a ‘tiggy social story’.  This story is read and played out during the P.E. 

session where students are supported to play the game correctly.  Much to our delight, 

two of the students then transferred this knowledge into the yard and played a game 

of tiggy with each other.  A big shout out to Gabe and Caine from Room 6S! 
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 PHYSICAL EDUCATION AT BSDS 

The Work Out program, is an interval training where students complete 3 sets of 

exercises twice.  They have a break after each set where they can choose a ‘Just 

dance’ music video.  Students participate in exercises such as squats, push ups, high 

knees, arm circles, mountain climbers, and butterfly kicks, to name a few.  The music 

is usually pumping during these classes. 

 

There are a number of movement based social stories which the students participate 

in - “Dear Zoo”, “Luna Park” and “Dear Santa”.  These stories incorporate locomotor 

skills such as walking, running, jumping, hopping, and marching which is matched 

with different types of equipment such as ribbons, bubbles, spin dish, scooter 

boards.  These actions are then paired with a different song.  



• Fine motor skills determine a child’s ability to precisely control muscles in 

their hands, thumbs and fingers. 

• Fine motor skills are important for many tasks in daily life, such as holding 

smaller items, buttoning clothing, eating, turning pages of a book and more.  

• Fine motor skills are also important for writing, cutting and pasting. At BSDS, 

students participate in fine motor activities in the classroom to develop 

these skills.  
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 BSDS Occupational Therapy 

Fine Motor Skills 

Developing a child’s fine motor skills involves working on a range of skills such as: 

• Isolation of each finger 
• Pincer grasp (using the tip of thumb and pointer/

middle finger to pick up items) 
• Pinch grip  
• Hand strength 
• Thumb joint movement 
• In hand manipulation 
• Bilateral Coordination 
• Wrist Stability 
• Hand Dominance 

Below are some activities students at BSDS can participate in at home or school to 

further develop their fine motor skills: 

• Rolling and making shapes with play-dough 
• Finger painting 
• Manipulating pipe cleaners 
• Stringing beads 
• Folding paper 
• Games – jenga, connect four, pick up sticks 
• Using pegs 
• Popping bubble wrap 
• Building blocks or lego 
• Puzzles 
• Sand play 

Fine motor activities should be lots of fun for students! It’s 
important to find an activity that each student enjoys. 
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https://www.yooralla.com.au/summer-school-holiday-program-2023/







