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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

It was wonderful to see so many parents and carers at our 

recent Topic Tasters workshop last Thursday, the 11th of May. 

Three of our BSDS Occupational Therapists presented on Sensory Regulation 

and discussed lots of helpful strategies that we use at school to help support    

our students. Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended and we 

hope we were able to answer some of your questions.  We have attached 

the information pamphlet that was presented at the Topic Tasters session to 

the end of this newsletter for you all to read. We hope to see you at our next 

Topic Tasters session on Communication Strategies!  

 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 

Wednesday May 24 

Report Writing Day  

(Student Free Day) 

Monday May 29 

School Council (1:30pm) 

Monday June 12  

Public Holiday (King’s Birthday) 

Wednesday June 14 

Parent’s Topic Tasters  

(9:30am to 10:30am) 

Week 9 (June 19 — June 23) 

Paper Planet Incursion            
(Dimboola Street Campus) 

Thursday June 22 

Australian Animals Incursion 
(Sorrento Street Campus) 

Friday June 23 

Last Day of Term 2 (1:00pm Finish) 

TERM 2, 2023 

My Principal’s Award for this fortnight goes to Zara for 

being a great friend in the classroom and out in the 

yard. Zara continues to build on her confidence when 

initiating interactions with her peers through favoured 

play themes such as babies, cooking and hairdressing. 

She has also pleased classroom staff with her ability to 

follow simple rules in social games such as bowling and 

Hungry Hippo’s. Well done, Zara!  

Zara Garip 

We have a Report Writing Day coming up next Wednesday, the 24th of May.      

A reminder that there will be no school for students on this day. 

LOOKING AHEAD  

We are so lucky to have amazing ES staff who continually support and guide the 

students they work with. On Tuesday, the 16th of May, we celebrated our   

wonderful ES staff. We appreciate and recognise the positive impact they have 

in the lives of our students, teachers and families, as well as their many         

contributions to our school.  

A big thank you to all the amazing Education Support staff we have at         

Broadmeadows SDS. We are so lucky to have you! 

EDUCATION SUPPORT (ES) STAFF APPRECIATION DAY  

With teaching and learning programs running from the start to the end of the 

school day, it’s important that our students are able to fully engage in their 

classroom programs with minimal interruptions to learning time.  

We continue to ask that if students need to leave early for the day for an       

appointment, they are picked up at 1:20pm, the start of our play time. 

Thank you to all of our school parents and carers for supporting our school staff 

by following the pick up times of 3:00pm or 1:20pm. 

SCHOOL RUNS FROM 8:50AM -  3:00PM 

Three of our BSDS Occupational Therapists presented on Sensory Regulation 

and discussed lots of helpful strategies that we use at school to help support    

our students. Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended and we 

hope we were able to answer some of your questions.  We have attached 

the information pamphlet that was presented at the Topic Tasters session to 

the end of this newsletter for you all to read. We hope to see you at our next 

Topic Tasters session on Communication Strategies!  



 CHAMPION’S CORNER 

 

 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 

for continuing to develop his problem solving, logical thinking and 

creative skills during ’Discovery’ magnetic play.   It is great to see Ari 

exploring how different parts of the magnets exert a force which help 

him build his structure ‘big!’ and ‘tall!’ We are just as thrilled as you, 

Ari! Well done. 

for such impressive writing during Story Writing 

sessions. Recently, he did a great job of 

completing a rough draft of his story before 

publishing the final copy on the computer.  

for working beautifully together in the classroom 

when preparing coloured pasta. Matthew and 

Joseph have been enjoying each other’s company 

and were recently caught having a laugh together.  



 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 

 TOPIC TASTERS - SENSORY REGULATION 

Thank you to the families that attended our first Topic Tasters session 

last week. It was lovely to have parents engage with our presenters and 

asking questions. We also love getting feedback on topics for future 

presentations.  

 

We look forward to our next Topic Tasters session on Wednesday, the 

14th of June, with the topic focus of Communication Strategies. 
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Learning Beyond Words 

 MORNING ACTIVITIES IN THE SORRENTO YARD 

Every morning, when our Sorrento Street students arrive at school, they 

engage in several morning activities in the yard, including movement to 

music, filtering at the sensory table, riding a bike, and jumping on the 

trampoline. The aim of these activities is to set the students up for the 

day by engaging them in activities that help organise and regulate them.   



 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 

 
ROOM 27 & THE VERY HUNGRY CATERPILLAR 

In Room 27, we have been enjoying “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” during our story time       

sessions. We engage in different sensory experiences related to the story along 

with learning to use ALDs and visuals. We are enjoying this story in both 

indoor and outdoor learning areas and it is helping us to explore the 

differences between both. We will be continuing to explore the story 

over the rest of the term, but with different ideas every week!  



 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 

 FLOWERS FOR MUM 

In Week 3, the students in Room 2 had a busy week preparing their special      

presents for Mother’s Day. They painted ceramic pots with colourful paint streaks 

and planted succulents. To make their surprise extra special, they made beautiful 

flower art with a lovely message posted on the back. While doing their Mother’s 

Day project, they used different kinds of mark-making tools such as ceramic 

paints and dot markers. They also enjoyed using garden tools such as spades, 

hand rakes and hand shovels to scoop the potting mix into their pots. 



 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 

 ONE FOX IN ROOM 10 

The students in Room 10 have been working hard on their numeracy and 

counting skills while reading the story ‘One Fox’. We have had lots of fun 

counting feathers, eggs, teeth and pawprints and writing down the number of 

each one. 

We have also been using our magnifying glasses to search for numbers and to 

follow the fox around the farm. 



 
Respect               Opportunity               Engagement               Communication               Support 

Learning Beyond Words 

This Term in PE, our students will be completing units focused on ‘Space’, 

‘Carnival’ and ‘Athletics’. 

 

Students have been working on transferring their Fundamental Movement 

skills and gross motor movements to complete the activities outlined in the 

movement stories. 

 Physical Education at Broadmeadows SDS 



The best way to support your child’s speech, language, communication 

and social skills is through play. When playing, children learn about the 

world around them, learn about other people and build their confidence 

and resilience. Play supports cognitive, emotional, social and physical 

development. By definition, play is fun, spontaneous and child-led. 

There are lots of different types of and ways to play, and at BSDS we 

encourage them all!  

 

As long as your child is having fun, there is no wrong way to play. 
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Learning Beyond Words 

 Speech Pathology at Broadmeadows SDS 

PLAY TO SUPPORT SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 

Types of play 

How to support play at home: Play ideas: 

• Follow your child’s interest and let them lead 

during play. E.g., if your child likes playing with 

water, get some toys for bath time and use 

them to splash the water together.  

• Imitate and narrate to join in. E.g., if your child 

is splashing, splash with them and talk about 

the “big splash” or the “small splash” that you 

make with the water. 

• Have fun!! Smile laugh and be silly together. 

Playing is fun! 

• Roll, throw or kick a ball. Playing with a ball is a 

simple way to help a child build their             

turn-taking and sharing skills, as well as their 

gross and fine motor abilities. 

• Sing songs and dance together. Singing songs 

supports speech and language, and dancing is a 

great way to connect and move your body. 

• Find some crunchy Autumn leaves. Talk about 

the colour, shape, size and texture of the 

leaves. Let your child touch, crunch and smell 

the leaves. 



Mealtimes are an important part of our everyday life. As well as 

being the time where we eat to give our body energy, they can be a 

time for social connection with our family or friends. 

 

Various equipment is available to support independence at 

mealtimes.  
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Learning Beyond Words 

 Occupational Therapy at Broadmeadows SDS 

EQUIPMENT TO SUPPORT MEALTIMES 

Here are a few items some of our students use at school: 

Manoy Plate Scooper Plate 

Plates with a sloped 

edge can make it easier 

to scoop food with a 

spoon or fork without 

spilling it.  

Some students find it helpful to use cutlery with a thick 

handle which is easier to grasp. 

Nosey / flexi cups are helpful for some students. 

Tilting your head back is not needed and you can 

see the drink approaching to get ready to sip and 

swallow. 








