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  Edition 19, Friday 30th October, Term 4 2020 
It has been wonderful to hear of so many learning celebrations in our first few weeks back at 

school.  There have been fabulous programs running both in classrooms and out in the yard, 

taking advantage of the sunny skies and capitalizing on the use of movement to support 

learning and engagement. As a school we have also planned special events this term such as 

Halloween Parades, Christmas Markets for students, a Dress Up Day and a lovely Graduation 

event for our 2020 school leavers.  

 

I would like to celebrate the wonderful work that 
Matias Hurmez has been doing in Room 17, by 
giving him my Principal’s Award.  Matias has been 
so engaged and focused with his work, and shows 

such a sense of pride as he learns and 
demonstrates a new skill. Matias, your teachers 
are so proud of you and we love to see your 
positive attitude towards learning. Well done! 
 
Each year, our school is provided with complementary tickets to events such as magic shows 
and children’s circus shows. This year, there will be a slight change to these special family 

events, with virtual performances being held. Don’t miss out on these wonderful family 
activities – take a look at the promotion at the end of the newsletter and you will find links to 
the online shows.  The first one falls over the long weekend – a wonderful activity to take part 
in at home.  
 
Please note that Monday 2nd November is a Curriculum Day, followed by the Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday on Tuesday 3rd November. School next week will resume on Wednesday 4 th 
November.   Enjoy the extra-long weekend and time as a family. 
 

Susi Wirth 

Principal 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER TERM 4 2020 
DATE EVENT TO REMEMBER 

Monday 2nd November Curriculum Day 

Tuesday 3rd November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Thursday 10th 

December 

Graduation 

Tuesday 15th December  Christmas Markets & Dress Up Day 

Thursday 17th 
December 

Last Day Of Term 4 For  Students 

Friday 18th December Curriculum Day – No Students  
 

 
  Broadmeadows Special Developmental School  Principal: Susanne Wirth  29 Dimboola Road Broadmeadows 3047 

  Ph: 93021244  Fax: 93097476  Broadmeadows.sds@education.vic.gov.au  http://www.broadmeadowssds.vic.edu.au 
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FAIRY TALE FINALE IN THE GREEN LEARNING HUB 
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    ROOM 22 SET UP THEIR OWN SHOP! 
Room 22 have been exploring the use of money by playing shop in the classroom. They have been practi sing 

matching the right coins to pay for certain items and working on developing collaborative skills with their peers. 

Well done Room 22! 

POSITIVE PLAY TIMES  
It was a pleasure to see so many students engaging in 

a range of play activities this week – enjoying the 

sunshine and company of classmates. Ozan, Ibrahim 

and Maaz had fun playing table tennis together. They 

took turns and sat on the seat when they were waiting.  

 

BEHAR’S PRIDE IN HIS LEARNING 
Behar has returned to school from remote learning with a book full of all his home learning activities and a 

delightful letter from his mother proudly sharing all of the hard work that Behar engaged in during remote 

learning. Not only did Behar complete a whole folder full of activities, he started taking on more responsibility 

at home by looking after his bedroom - making his own bed each morning and opening his blinds. His 

independence is flourishing and he is so proud of himself, as are we. 
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FOUNDATION FUN! 
Welcome back to school and the start of Term 4! The Foundation students were all very excited to be back at 

school and in their classrooms with all of their friends and teachers. It was great to see so many smiling faces 

after the time away. We are all so excited to continue having fun and learning together as we finish this year 

off with a bang!!  
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ROOM 2 – SO HAPPY TO BE BACK AT SCHOOL! 
It’s great to be back at school, and ready to learn with our classmates! This term started off with our usual 

fruit delivery program, but with a little twist. We have begun to save some fruit from this program for use in 

our Friday cooking and picnic program. Students wash, cut, and prepare fruit to use in our smoothies. It’s a 

great way to practise using cutlery, whilst working with visual support. The best part of this program is when 

we head outside each Friday for our class picnic! Since the weather is warming up, the students put on their 

hats, sunscreen, and load the trolley up with picnic blankets, our lunch boxes, and our smoothies for a lovely 

Friday lunch in the garden. We can’t wait to share more photos with you all throughout the term!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOM 17 FOCUS ON LEARNING ROAD SIGNS 
This semester Room 17 has been working hard on identifying common road 

signs and following basic traffic sign rules. We have been practising riding 

our bikes in the school yard whilst abiding by traffic and road signs. 

 

Our school bikes, including our favourite low rider bikes, have been getting a 

work out as we take our learning outside. 
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TERM 4 PERFORMING ARTS 
In Performing Arts this term we continue to work on the dance and 

movement curriculum.  Students are encouraged to dance to music from 

classic and modern artists such as Elvis and the Beatles through to Cold 

Play.   

 

The Early Years students are exploring dance and movement through an 

adapted version of the classic story ‘Where is the Green Sheep?’ Students 

are encouraged to manipulate and explore a range resources such as 

sparkly streamers, rainbow ribbons and colourful scarves while dancing 

and having a great time with classmates.   

 

Older student on the Dimboola campus are also following dance and 

movement curriculum, dancing to modern and fun songs.  Students are 

encouraged to jump, stomp and sway.  Students have loved to dance 

using feathers and working together while using a parachute.  It has been 

an exciting start of term! 
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OUR SHAPES LESSON 
Room 17 has loved learning about two 

dimensional shapes such as squares, 

triangles and circles for the last two 

weeks.  

 

The students have had so much fun 

watching songs and matching the 

shapes to the screen. They did some 

fantastic work creating data displays 

and comparing shapes which are the 

same. 

 

They also explored different shapes 

we see in the world every day. Great 

work, Room 17! 
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LEARNING THROUGH STORIES AND CRAFT – WE’RE GOING ON A BEAR HUNT 
Article content courtesy of: https://www.theinspirationedit.com/25-fun-hungry-caterpillar-activities/ 

 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt is a classic story that is well -known and 

loved – and provides so many rich craft and sensory play 

experiences! You can work on fine motor skil ls by cutting out 

coloured paper to make a bear face or design a bear hunt map, or 

use glue or sticky tape to further develop fine motor and planning 

skil ls.  With just a l ittle rustl ing around the house or yard, you’ll  be 

able to find bits and pieces to replicate grass, water, mud, snow 

and leaves that you can use either for small world play, or to put in 

big tubs for sensory exploration, or even to put into clear bottles to 

create discovery bottles. The options are endless!  

 

Follow along with the read aloud version found at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OI7fe766nk - performed by 

Michael Rosen and then set up some invitations to play at home to 

interest your child. 
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LEARNING THROUGH STORIES AND CRAFT – WE’RE GOING ON A BEAR 

HUNT ALD 
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LITERACY ACROSS THE DAY 
There are a range of strategies for us to use across the school day in diverse programs that help promote 

literacy skills and an interest in reading. As well as using explicit teaching, we can embed literacy across the 

day both at school and in activities at home. 

 

At school we integrate literacy and numeracy through a range of activities using many different strategies for 

example: use of colourful semantics, to help with structure and planning of a report segment; labelling 

components who, what, where, when; brainstorming of appropriate vocabulary relevant to a topic; focusing 

on descriptive language e.g. describing actions, people, events; developing recount skills through sequencing 

and describing; developing a script using visual supports to report on a topic; letter writing to report on topic 

or event e.g. the  weekend; choice making with written and picture options, recognition of pictures and words 

and matching to photos, typing out our work then reading and reviewing, presenting and reading our work; 

developing and reading scripts to support social interactions. Many programs provide opportunities to read 

recipes, checklists and order forms, integrating literacy into a range of motivating and engaging tasks. 

 

At home we can also use opportunities in everyday life to promote an interest in literacy and practise our 

skills. For example: reading together a card, text or email from relatives or friends, reading the label on a 

parcel; reading a recipe with pictures; reading a shopping list; reading food labels when packing away 

groceries; reading events written on the calendar; reading street signs; looking through photo albums and 

scrap books; making a diary with pictures and text to review; choosing age appropriate games that have some 

reading element.  

 

Reading stories together can be the most enjoyable and rewarding way to promote an interest in language 

and literacy. Picking materials that your child is interested in and spending time sharing a book following your 

child’s lead can help build an interest words and print. Local libraries are a great source of materials, 

including audio books, and other digital resources. Just sharing a story can be valuable. Libraries in the Hume 

area have materials in 11 different community languages and many currently have “click and collect” 

facilities available. There are so many enjoyable and motivating ways we can promote literacy across the day. 
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THE BENEFITS OF DRAWING 
Drawing provides so many benefits and opportunities to develop fundamental skills and it is an activity we 

really encourage at school. Since being back at school this term it has been great to see some of the 

drawings our students have been doing at home and skills they have been practising during remote learning.  

 

Some of the benefits of drawing include:  

 Practising holding a writing tool, developing hand strength and endurance.  

 Learning pencil control and directional language which will help students with letter formation.  

 Generating ideas and imaginative skills and communicating these with others.  

 Drawing is fun and is a great way to engage students with writing and table top tasks. 

 

Some top tips when drawing with a child:  

Holding a writing tool.  Encourage your child to use the hand they use for most tasks - e.g. if they are right 

handed prompt them to use their right hand. Children can watch us holding the pencil the correct way and 

pick up good habits.  

 

Learning how to draw basic lines and shapes by watching an adult. When you are drawing, talk out loud so 

your child learns how to do things - e.g. use directional language: “line up, line down, around” and label 

shapes as you draw them. Even if your child is not able to draw shapes accurately it is great if they are able 

to put meaning to a scribble - e.g. drawing some lines to represent a face.  

 

Communication skills. Drawing is an opportunity for children to describe what they are drawing. We can use 

communication aids, ALDs and symbols to help our students do this, and for some students it is a good 

opportunity to practise using their communication supports. We can practise making and incorporate choice 

making in to this activity - e.g. choosing what they are going to draw, what colour texta they are going to use, 

what colour paper etc.   
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LANGUAGE STRATEGIES – REDUCE DISTRACTIONS 
Consider this, you are in a busy shopping centre with a friend, sharing a coffee in the food court. It is a busy 

day, with lots of people around, lots of loud conversations, chairs scraping, cutlery clinking and movement 

all around.  It can be really hard for us to concentrate on conversations in this context – and as adults we 

are really good at screening out unnecessary information! We can then really appreciate how hard it is for 

our children to focus in a busy household that is filled with the noise, movement, colour and ‘energy’ of daily 

life. 

 

When we want our children to learn something new or really engage in an activity, a great tip is to reduce 

distractions. There may be distractions in the house that you’ve successfully tuned out, but your child finds 

hard to do the same. Before you sit down to play with your child, or have a chat with them, take a moment 

to pause and look at the environment to see what things may distract your child – these could be visual, 

auditory or even olfactory (smell!) distractions. Pairing back any distractions will help your child to focus, will 

take the pressure of their sensory systems and will set them up to focus and engage as best they can!  
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LEARNING THROUGH PLAY – THREADING 
You can thread nearly anything that has a hole in it.  A hole punch is great for making holes, even on leaves.  

Cut a length of string, tie something in one end so the pieces don’t fall off, and thread away! 

Activity Ideas: 

 Basic threading - Flatten out playdough onto a table, stick straws or skewers in. Thread pasta or beads 

onto the skewers.   

 Pasta necklace 

 Straw necklace – Cut up plastic straws in 2cm pieces. Tie a knot at the bottom of a shoelace. Thread 

pieces of straw on the shoelace and make into a necklace if you choose.  

 Poke a straw or pipe cleaner into some playdough, thread on coloured pasta or buttons. 

 Use pipe cleaners to thread onto instead of string. 

 Make recycled threading creations with cut up cardboard tubes, cut up egg cartons, patty pans with holes 

in them or cut up straws. 

 Thread pipe cleaners into a colander.  

 Thread old scraps of fabric with holes cut in them. 

 Marshmallow and strawberry kebabs – Run a bamboo skewer under cold water first. Thread a 

marshmallow and then a hulled strawberry onto the skewer. Continue the pattern until the skewer is ¾ 

full. Place on a plate ready to eat.  

 Rainbow pasta necklaces – Thread coloured pasta onto pipe cleaners or string to make a necklace or 

bracelet.  

 Pool noodle threading – cut up a pool noodle into 2.5cm sections. Using a piece of thick string or rope to 

thread the pool noodle sections on.  

 Edible necklace – Thread Froot Loops/Cheerios on a piece of string. When finished, simply tie the ends 

together to complete the edible necklace.  

 Threaded bird feeder – Using Cheerios and a pipe cleaner, thread Cheerios onto the pipe cleaner. When 

finished twist the ends of the pipe cleaner together and then tie a string around the bird feeder then hang 

it somewhere for the birds to eat.  

 Leaf threading – Collect leaves and sticks from the garden or from a walk. To start the threading, simply 

make “needles” by tying a length of twine between two sticks.  Push the stick through the leaves and 

thread them onto the twine. The smells, sights, and textures of an activity like this provides a sensory rich 

experience that children can find quite absorbing.  Encourage your child to use both hands 

simultaneously as they hold the leaf with one hand and push the stick with the other.  

 Cardboard tube threading – Cut toilet paper rolls in half (you can use paper towel rolls or the rolls from 

wrapping paper). Use lengths of rope/string/shoelaces to thread through the tubes. When finished, tie 

the two ends together.    

 

Resources: 

 Straws 

 Rigatoni or Penne pasta 

 String, pipe cleaners, shoe laces, rope 

 Beads 

 Leaves 

 Pool noodle  

 Toilet rolls  

 Skewers 

 Strawberries and marshmallows  
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LEARNING THROUGH PLAY – THREADING 
Learning: 

 Fine motor control 

 Hand eye coordination  

 Concentration and problem solving 

 Determination and perseverance to accomplish a task 

 Strengthening muscles in hands 

 Grasping skills  

 Gross motor skills 

 Maths concepts such as counting, size, patterns, colours 

 Concepts such as big and small, in and out, pull or push 

 

Language to use: 

 First, next, then 

 Big, small, long, short 

 Vocab such as next one, match, sort, pattern, colour, shape 

 Stiff, shiny, slippery 

 One, two, three, four, five, few, etc 

 Thread, bead, string, straw, leaf, pasta 
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LEARNING THROUGH PLAY – THREADING PLAY KWS 
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THE POWER OF PLAY 
Our play feature for this edition includes lots of different experiences that you’ll easily be able to engage in at 

home, using toy instruments or pots and pans/rice shakers/empty containers to create a whole range of 

sounds, bikes and scooters and natural resources you’ll find as soon as you step out your back door!  ‘Group 

time’ at home can involve your child playing and engaging with siblings or parents – your child will be working 

on the same skills they would work on in a classroom group time activity – learning to wait, listen, attend, turn 

take and cooperate with others are powerful play skills you’ll be able to support your child’s learning at home! 
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https://vimeo.com/showcase/idfa-razz2020
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BSDS DIGITAL NEWSLETTER 
Would you like to receive a digital copy of each edition of our BSDS Newsletter?  

Each fortnight, a pdf copy of our newsletter can be emailed to you so that you 

don’t miss out on any of our important news and updates by reading the 

newsletter at a time that suits you! 

 

An extra bonus of receiving a digital copy of the newsletter is that you can then 

forward it on to family and friends to share the wonderful programs that your child 

is engaging in as part of their learning at BSDS.   

 

Please note, that we only feature photos of students in our newsletter who have 

been given appropriate levels of permission as part of our Consent Form 

documentation. 

 

Paper copies will still be sent home with each child, as we know that our students 

love looking at the photos in the newsletter and it is particularly special when they 

can share a photo of themselves in the newsletter or celebrate a mention of their 

great work with their family at home. 

 

Alternatively you can log on to the school website and go to the Newsletters 

section to download copies of current newsletters. 

 

In order to receive a digital copy of the school newsletter please subscribe to the 

school newsletter emailing list by filling out your details below and returning this 

form to your child’s teacher.  Please note that your email will only be used for this 

purpose and all email addresses included in the newsletter distribution list will be 

kept private using a ‘blind cc’ list so that no names or addresses are shared. 

 

We hope that you take up this fantastic opportunity to read our newsletter each 

fortnight.  Thank you. 

 

Child’s name and classroom: 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your name: 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email address to submit to the BSDS Newsletter distribution list: 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 



 

ITEM COLOUR PRICE SIZE 4 SIZE 6 SIZE 8 SIZE 10 SIZE 12 SIZE 14 SIZE 16 TOTAL 

Polo Shirt Short Sleeve Maroon $18.00         

Polo Shirt Long Sleeve Maroon $21.00         

Bomber Jacket Navy/sky $36.00         

Windcheater Maroon $25.00         

Polo Collar Windcheater Navy $24.00         

Polo Fleeced Vest Navy $23.00         

Skort Navy $18.00         

Shorts Rugby Navy $12.00         

Trackpants Reinforced Navy $18.00         

Summer Dress Navy $33.00         

Winter Tunic Navy $47.00         

Parka Lightweight Navy $30.00         

Hat – Bucket style Navy 8.00         

ITEM COLOUR PRICE SIZE 18 SIZE 20 SIZE 22 SIZE 24    TOTAL 

Polo Shirt Short Sleeve Maroon $22.00         

Polo Shirt Long Sleeve Maroon $25.00         

Skort Navy 24.00         

Windcheater Maroon $28.00         

Winter Tunic Navy $47.00         

Summer Dress Navy $33.00         

Shorts Rugby Navy $22.00         

Trackpants  Reinforced Navy $27.00         

Hat – Bucket style Navy 8.00         

Bomber Jacket Navy 43.00         

TOTAL  

 

Name of student: ___________________________ Class: _________________________________ 

Date of order:  ___________________________ Payment Method:  Cash                Card  

Credit Card Details:   ___________________________ Expiry Date:  ____________________ 

 

http://www.broadmeadowssds.vic.edu.au/index-01.html

